you livein his
kingdom.

Welivein Jesus
kingdom by
mourning, not by
trying to beat the hell
out of each other. For
aswe mourn, we are
comforted, and that’s
afar better motivator
for life.

Today take afew
moments and discuss
with afew others
how the rest of Jesus
blessings help shape
theway welive. Take
afew moments and
reflect, am | seeking
to live where Jesusis
blessing.

Attimes| livethe

Let us pray.

Jesus, lead me this
week to do what
you're blessing.
Forgive me for telling
you want to do and
where you should be
blessing. Help meto
be living out those
areas you've
promised to bless, as
you've revealed to us
through the Sermon
on the Mount. Thank
you Jesus for not
leaving usin the dark,
or simply doing the
best we can. Thank
you that we can live
truly blessed lives as
we do your will.
Jesus we trust you
with our lives, both as
individuals and as
your community.

opposite, asking Jesus Amen.

to blesswhat I'm
doing, rather than
asking Jesusto lead
meinto what heis
already blessing.
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LIVING IN JESUS KINGDOM—1

What do you think is
harder; becoming a
citizen or livingasa
citizen? What do you
think is harder; being
born or living?

What do you think is
harder; getting
married or living asa
married couple?
What do you think is
harder; getting ajob
or for the next forty
plus years working?

Sometimes | think
becoming a Christian
iseasy, livingitisthe
challenge.

In the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus doesn’t
teach us how to
become Christians,
but rather how to be
living as achild of
God, our Father. How
to live asacitizen of
heaven.

If you were teaching
someone how to live

Matthew 5:1-12

would be thefirst ten
things you’ d want
them to know?

The other day | heard
astory about
someone who had
sponsored a new
arrival to Austraia
One of the questions
they asked was; ‘do
you have adriver's
licence? And they
did. A few days later

they received a phone
call from the policeto
come and pick up this

chap. They'd pulled
him over doing forty
down the freeway.

When trucks came up

behind him he was
sticking his hand out
the window waving

them past. Thankfully
they called the police.

After discussion it
was discovered

they’ d asked the
wrong question. He
had adrivers licence,
he brought it in his

herein Australiawhat country of origin,

he'd just never learnt
to drivel

I’'m alegal citizen of
heaven, but that
doesn't mean |
automatically know
how to drive thislife.
The Sermon on the
Mount is Jesus taking
me for my first
driving lessons.
Otherwise what apile
up there could be
once | makeit to the
freeway of life!

Lesson One: “Blessed
are the poor in spirit,
for theirsisthe
kingdom of heaven.”
Or asthe Message
paraphrase putsit:
“You're blessed
when you're at the
end of your rope.
With less of you there
ismore of God and
hisrule.” (Matthew
5:3) Which reminds
me of asaying | once
heard: ‘If you're full



of yourself, there’'sno don’'t have what it Step two; “Blessed opportunities and ‘If you forgive love, his grace and

room for God'. takes to make this are those who mourn, growth. Evenwhen  someone' s sins, mercy.
world theplacewe  for they will be I’m making theright they’re gonefor
Thisremindsmeof  know it should be. comforted.” The choices, I've still, good. If you don't If | store my hurts
the First We all want world M essage paraphrase wonderfully, got forgive sins, what are what will happen to
Commandment: “| peace, but thereare  putsit thisway; room for growth. | you going to do with me? Asasociety if
amthe LORD your  warsall over the “You're blessed don't know it all, yet! them?” (John 20:23) we live from what
God who brought you place. Even in our when you feel you've If youdon't forgive  other people do
out of Egypt, out of  own homesat times lost what is most dear Blessed are those sins, what are you wrong, what sort of
theland of davery.  aswe struggle, living to you. Only then can who mourn, who are  going to do with society will we be?
Y ou shall have no together, each with  you be embraced by secure enough in them? Keep them.
other gods before our different dreams, the One most dear to Jesus' love of themto Storethem. Drown  Each Sunday we are
me.” (Exodus 20:3)  our different hopes  you.” (Matthew 5:4) admit whenthey are  your relationshipsin  given an opportunity
Not even the god hurting. They to mourn aswe
of retail therapy. Have you ever don’'t have to put confess our sin,
If youweretoteach  noticed that on abrave face and then we are

Jesus teaches usto live

Step onein living someonetolivein  peoplewho and hide behind a i his Ki comforted by
in Jesus kingdom, Australia... believe they never pleasant smile. in his Kingdom. Jesus' words of
allow himto be make a mistake, Then we have the forgiveness. The
king. The poor in keep on repeating beautiful time of confession
spirit arethosewho  and expectations. them? opportunity of being them. reminds me to mourn
know they don’t have Sadly we often end embraced in Jesus and not to hang onto
al the answers, and if up shotting the people Blessed are those love. Blessed are those life's hurts,
it was left up tothem welove, over a who can admit that who mourn, who disappoi ntments,
they’d crash and principle that doesn’'t they were wrong, If I don’t mourn, | don’t hold onto their  frustrations, failures.
burn. Without Jesus | care about us. then you have the simply hang on to my hurts, who don’t Jesus certainly
just simply don’t wonderful hurt, and then what?  harbour resentment,  doesn’t want that
have what it takesto  Step one; befilled opportunity of who don’'t catalogue  rubbish trashing your
developand grow a  with Jesus’ hopesand growth, of change. The Message has this life's living. Jesus wants us
healthy society, dreams. Step one; let  Have you ever interesting disappointments, and to beliving lifein al
where thereisjustice, Jesuslove you, so noticed that Jesus is paraphrase; “ Jesus peopl€e sthoughtless  hisfullness, living
wherethereisrespect that your lifeisa keen to see us repeated his greeting; words and actions. from his words of
for al, where loving response. Step change? ‘ Repent for ‘Peace bewithyou.  Blessed are those hope, hisword of life,
sacrificial loveisthe one; livefrom Jesus  the Kingdom of Just as the Father sent who mourn, for then  you're forgiven.
air we breathe. wisdom, strength and Heaven isnear.’ me, | send you.” Then Jesus' love, hisgrace You're preciousto
love. Minerunsout, Repent means Jesus took a deep and mercy are ableto God, and he wants
History tellsme again and then what? change. Repenting breath and breathed = comfort them, and you to share life with
and again and again opens us up to new on them. ‘Receive the their lifewill flourish him, discovering his

that as humans we wonderful Holy Spirit, hesaid, and reflect Jesus hopes and dreams as



