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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY

Beautiful Outlaw

The theme | dways need more, generous, the morel
‘Extravagant for me! | see Scrooge got the more | was
Generosity’ brought Mc Duck hugging his tempted to hold onto
to my mind; Scrooge money, swimmingin it. You never know, |
Mc Duck. That his money, kissing might need it. After
cartoon character his money, but what a al | worked for it.
hoarding hiswealth, lifelessimage. What

sitting on a pile of acold, lifelessimage. Thank God, he's
gold coins. Not with a extravagantly
smileon hisface, but How crippling greed generous.

afacethat said; ‘this canbe. I'm sure

ismineandyou're  many of you have God doesn’t hang

not getting any’. experienced onto hislove, but
collecting money for  goesto amazing

| wasthinking; why  some charity. | lengthsto shareit. To

isit important that remember it was a give himself away,

Jesus is generous, common thingtodo that we benefit,

that extravagant for youth groups. We according to our

generosity ispart of  would go door to needs, at his expense.

his character? door collecting for Jesus by natureis

various charitiesand extravagantly
Scrooge Mc Duck more often than not |  generous; God going
reminded mewhy |  wasamazed by the  to the amazing length

celebrate Jesus generosity of those  of being born our
extravagant who were poor brother, the brother
generosity. Being themselves, who not only shared
greedy sucksthelife compared to those hislife with us, but
out of people, it who hung on tightly  freely gave hislife
destroys our to their wealth. for us, that we might
humanity. Greed havelife. Lifelived
breathes money, Attimes| seethat in  abundantly; to the

wealth, possessions  my own life; when 1 full.
for ME. | need more, had little | was



In the reading from Watch them squirm
Romans for today we Wejust havetolook then.” And sothe
have asimilar around usto seewhat whole village died of
thought expressed. happens when greed  thirst.

“Those who think gets the better of

they can do it ontheir people; we produce  Just imagine avillage
own end up obsessed fear, envy, with only one well,
with measuring their  resentment, grabbing and everyonein the
own mora muscle for what | want. We  village decided to

but never get around don'tend upwitha  share because they
toexercisingitinrea particularly nice were grateful that
life. Those who trust  world. God had given them
God's action in them more than enough for
find that God’s everyone.
Spiritisin them—

living and , ‘“Would you like
breathing God! God dOﬁsn It hang onto meto help you
Obsession with Isiove draw out some
self in these more water.” And

mattersis adead so the village
end; attention to God Just imagine avillage thrived, not only the
leadsusout intothe  with only onewell,  village but al the
open, into aspacious, and everyoneinthat peoplethrived asa
freelife.” (Romans  villagewantingthat  united community.
8:5,6 Message well for themselves.
Paraphrase) Wetooliveina
‘Stay away, thisismy village with limited
well.” ‘Noit’'smy resources that we can
well and I'll punch  fight over as ours, or

Why isit great that
Jesus by natureis

extravagantly you inthenoseif you sharethat weadl live
generous; and by getinmy road.” ‘I lifeto the full.
extension that think you're very

character traitisnow much mistaken. It's ~ Which of those two
one of oursin Christ? my well and I'll attitudes do you think
It isimportant chargeyou adollar a most reflects Jesus?
because being the bottle. Aren't |

opposite; being self- generous.” ‘If | can't I'm glad Jesusis
focused, leadsto a have the well, nobody generous,

dead end. can, I'll poison it.

extravagantly
generous.

If God wanted to be
selfish, who'd stop
him; nobody. Where
would that leave us?
Fighting God to get
what we feel we
need; and losing
cause God aways
wins.

I’'m eternaly

“The thief’ s purpose
isto steal and kill and
destroy (not very
generous). My
purposeisto give
them arich and
satisfying life (now
that’ s extravagantly
generous).” (John
10:10 NLT)

Did you notice that
Jesus never says

hell of ever getting on
my own.

Jesus has given me
himself. Jesus has
extravagantly won for
me an intimate place
in Father’s heart.
What a precious
relationship | now get
to live and enjoy. |
get to know Father
for who heis. | get to
experience

grateful that Jesus
has shown us that
God is generous,
extravagantly
generous. So he

Jesus never says,
‘You deserveit’

Father's
extravagant
generosity in
Jesusas|'m
embraced in his

doesn’t love us
just abit, he'sall in.
He doesn’t hold
himself back.

How do | know that
Jesusisal in?You're
not half born, it's all
or nothing. You don’t
half die. Jesus didn’t
hold himself back,
but died so that you
and | might live. Live
lifeto thefull. Live
life abundantly. At
least that’ s Jesus
promisein John
10:10.

anything about us
deserving his
generosity? Jesus
didn’'t say; ‘You
deserveit’.

If that were the case it
wouldn’t be
generosity, let aone
extravagant. It would
be what we deserve,
so he should giveit to
us, it'sours. | always
thank God that he
doesn’t give me what
| deserve; but that he
extravagantly gives
me what | need and
stand no chance in

forgiveness, in his
love, in hislife.

Let us pray.

Jesus we praise you
for being
extravagantly
generous, especialy
in the way you
forgive, in the way
you love. Weinvite
you to grow this
personality trait in us
aswe live and grow
as your disciples.
Amen.



