On 15 October 2023, 12 Areyonga
(Utju) students were confirmed
by Pastor Malcolm Willcocks
and Pastor Paul Calnan at

Good Shephard Lutheran
Church in Areyonga.

The students are part of the Central
Australia Students Learning at
Unity College (CASLAU) program
that sees them spend six weeks

per term at Unity College in

Murray Bridge SA, attending

school and working towards
completing their South Australia
Certificate of Education (SACE).

Pastor Paul is one of the local
Murray Bridge pastors who has
been leading the Areyonga students
through their confirmation

journey and, assisted by Pastor
David Kuss and Unity College

staff, helps to support their
ongoing faith formation while

they are away from community.

More than 150 people attended this
important celebration, where these
12 young people openly declared
their faith and intention to follow
Christ as members of his church.

Lutheran Education SA, NT & WA
Executive Director Craig Fielke

Gospel in
the heart

Finke River Mission

Est 1877

~——Q)==

visited Areyonga for the first

time to attend the event and
learn more about the CASLAU
program while celebrating the
confirmation with the community.

The confirmation coincided with the
relaunch of Unity College’s service
trip, on which nine college students
and four staff spent six days in
Areyonga, serving in the school,

the community shop and aged care
services and hosting a community-
wide barbecue. The students and
staff came not only to serve but

to also learn and help bolster the
already strong relationship between
Areyonga and Unity College.

The Areyonga community welcomed
the group with open arms and
blessed them with multiple
opportunities to learn about Central
Australian Indigenous culture,
including sampling kangaroo tail
and witchetty grubs, for which

the Unity College representatives
were greatly appreciative.

This initiative demonstrated the
amazing potential for collaborations
between remote Indigenous
communities, Finke River Mission
and Lutheran schools, which

Above: More than 150 people attended the confirmation of 12 Areyonga (Utju)
students, which coincided with the relaunch of the Unity College se

trip.

by Penny Fielke

we hope will foster a greater
understanding of how the gospel
is at work across Australia.

Penny Fielke is the CASLAU and
Pathways Coordinator at Unity
College in Murray Bridge SA.

What’s
inside?

‘Looking forward to the challenges
the coming year may bring’

2

Malcolm Willcocks ordained and
installed
Up and running

Proverbs at Alice Well
‘Safe place’ the focus of Kintore
teaching course

Remembering Pastor Ronnie
McNamara

Yirara College welcomes new
principal
Young and old come together

A trip to Hermannsburg
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For your prayers

Staff for Yirara
College and the FRM
Hermannsburg Store

Safe holiday travels,
rest and refreshment
for Pastor Paul and
Mei-Li Traeger

Aboriginal pastors,
evangelists and
church leaders

Seraphina to be available
for work on the back
translation of Genesis

Lutheran families in the
communities as they try
to guide their children in
the paths of life and truth

Ryan, Gabriel and Savior,
who have all been
recently confirmed,

and for their progress
and encouragement

in their training

Pastors to fill the
vacancies in and
around Alice Springs
(Ampilawatja and the
Alyawarr area, Ti Tree
and the Anmatyerr area,
Hermannsburg and the
Western Arrarnta area,
Assistant Bishop for the
Northern Territory, and
town camps ministry
with the Alice Springs
Lutheran Church)

A trip to
Hermannsburg

After arriving in Alice Springs for
the ordination of Malcolm Willcocks
on 10 December 2023, LCANZ
Bishop Paul Smith and SA-NT
Bishop Andrew Brook took a trip
out to Hermannsburg to meet
people and have a look around.

WE NEED
YOUR HELP

Our Indigenous leaders in Central Australia desire the skills, resources,
support and opportunities to serve their growing congregations.

They are asking for more Christian teaching and training, resources in their own language, equipment to run
singalongs, and personal support than we have the capacity to give. We need your help!

Donations can be made as follows:
Online: finkerivermission.lca.org.au

O Mail Cheque

Card number

O visa [O Mastercard
Expiry /

Credit Card details:
ccv

Name Name on card
Address

Email address

Phone Mobile

Signed Amount $

Send your donations to: FRM, PO Box 2129 Alice Springs NT 0871. For regular donations please phone FRM

on 08 8952 4666 (Alice Springs) or send an email to admin@finkerivermission.org.au
All information is kept strictly confidential in accordance with the LCA Privacy Policy and is used only to inform you of the work of Finke River Mission.

Anmatyerr congregations
during the quiet period
over the summer holidays
and that they would keep
gathering together and
encouraging each other
David Strickland’s

aged mother, feeling
isolated in an aged-care
community in Perth

NEWS FROM FINKE RIVER MISSION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA

SUMMER 2023-24

Christ in the Centre team

Wayne Beven
Story collation
wayne.b@finkerivermission.org.au

Elise Mattiske

Editing
elise.mattiske-rogers@Ica.org.au
Casey Heinzel

Design
casey.heinzel@gmail.com



